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NO ONE r>r Georg« Wishing ton's

biographers makes .hiv record of
the fuel that at one period «>f

Wls.lif-e.-o«*~first President made'"an
[attempt to learn 1« play the flute, anil'that his effort was so earnest ami so

long continued that he actually suu>
¦ccedod in memorizing air from one
Of Gluck's early operas'. In a letter |written by one of the young duughtors
of Sir William Fairfax to a relative
In England, the following mention is
rtnde of the grent Virginian's musical
ambltlen:

"1 must tell yon that on yesterdayMr. Augustine Washington's young soil
come to im tor a fortnight, bringingbis Pule, and last night he played an
air from Gluck to my accompaniment
on the harpsichord. I say truly that
J never heard anything mote melan¬
choly, although 1 round it most trying
to keep a straight face. The playerhad so little command of Iiis instru¬
ment Klint I could not keep with him,
and 1 give you my word that it was a
Börry performam o."
Nor has there « vor been much said

or written about Washington's literaryaohlovements, although there Is In the
/aorkct of the present time a collection

.of Iiis writings in fourteen volumes,Alt oh of this is correspondence, and
des ate the author's lack of education
ana Ignorance of literary method It Is
one of the most fasclnullug collections
of Utters ever primed. It is in these
numerous epistles, written to all sorts
of per. oils and Inspired by all sorts of
occasions, that the true personality of
¦the great American is revealed in all
Its breadth and dignity. How Illumin¬ative, for. example, is the following ex¬
tract from a letter written to Lafayette
on the dar after the retiring Presidentreached hki home at Mount Vernon:"At leng'h. I am lu become a pri¬vate citizen, and under the shadow of
my own vine and fig tree, free from the
bustle of a c imp and the busy scenes
of public lift 1 am solacing myself¦with those tranquil enjoyments, of!which the soldiir, who is ever in pur¬suit of fame, the statesman, whose.watchful days end sleepless nights
arc spent in deviling schemes to pro¬mote the welfare of his own. perhapsthe ruin of other countries, as if this
globe were insufficient fo rug all, and
the courtier, who Is always watchlm,the countenance oi his prince in hopesof catching, a gracious smile, can have
very little conception. Envious or
none, 1 aii'. determined to he pleasedwith all. And this, my dear friend,being the order of my march, I will
move gently down t)ie stream of life
until I sleep with my fathers,."
Jehu Adam"'* Vocal I'.Hurts Pronounc¬

ed "DepreaHliig."
The only record that bears even re¬

motely on the subject of John Adams's
musical ability Is to be Pound in a bi¬
ter writti n by ihe wife of one of hisBralntrce neighbors to her cousin in
Annapolis. Md. "One ol the most de¬
pressing things about Urn int roe," the
.writes, "Is Ilia psalm tune singing on
Mr. John Adams, a Boston lawyer, who]is our nearest neighbor. Every even¬
ing nt precisely the same hour there!arises from the Adams home a series
of the most lugubrious waitings that
«wer assailed the ears of man. It is Mr.
Adam:- singing hitf young family tosleep.Now that It is summer und the doorsnhd windows are open. I assure youthat this Is no light affliction, it miiy,und doubtless dr.es, close the eyes of
the Adams children, hut It has no auch
(.nothing effect on ours. They are ::r>
¦wide awake over It thai T somctalmes
despair of getting them off at all."
As an author, John Adams was much

more successful. Ills frequent contri¬
butions to the Boston Gazette In 17~:t
and 177-t had much to do with thecreation of the popular sentiment
Which brought about the decisive action
of 177C. Ills literary style was hard
and laborious, but his writings bris
tied with facts, and his logic was in¬
vincible. It was to hie fearUss and
.patriotic initiative that the Declara¬
tion of independence became Inevit¬
able, btft when it had m be put into
shape for publication he called in his

Hid the more facile pen of Jefferson.
Wlillo Adams's monumental "De¬

tern.f tho Constitution of the United
Slates... published In lliiti volumes in
London. 17S7. would i..t be regarded
as popular literature tit the present
day. his familiar letters to his wife
prior to ond during the Itcvolution.
edited by his grandson. Charles Fran¬cis Adam«, in 1ST«:, furnish some ex¬
tremely entertaining reading, especial¬
ly those written when !:.. was abroad
bit business for the itfew government]for whose existence he was so large-1
ly responsible; They are written in
the qunliit am; homely phraseology of
the [.. rind and are the simple and ear¬
nest outpouring of the In art of a de¬
vot..] husband and rather, impelled by
bis patriotism to endure a separation
which was most distasteful to hint.
John Adams's complete works in ten!
volumes were published In IS50.
Jefferson Something of n Musical I

«Senilis.
Thomas Jefferson tame nearest to]being a muslcan of any man who has.

ever reaching the presidential chair.
In his early life ills violin was such]
nil essential to his notion of content-
in nt that In- never went from home
to remain overnight without it. All

though lie could not have had super¬
ior Instruction and must have been
salt' taught, his playing of the .lilll-
euli Instrument was a rcvcaliit Ion to
those who were familiar with the per¬
formances of Old V« orld virtuosi.
Kvcn after he lnui entered on his pol¬
itical and diplomatic career he man¬
aged to Und time to "make a some¬
what more Intimate actpilntance with
the violin." and after his final re-
ttrement to Mohtleelld he "til.-1 to
lank] amends for long continued ne¬
glect ol this most noble of musical
instruments."

Thoniits Jefferson's fame as a liter¬
ary man would iiuvs been secure had
he left nothing save the Declaration
of Independence, but ids collected
works, now to be ibtnlncd in ten vol¬
umes, attest to his wonderful indus¬
try as a writer. Ills correspondence
along would have taxed tin ability of
n less systematic worker. At bis
death he left copies of sixtaen thou¬
sand letters which he had written ami
Iw'enty-flVe thousand which he had re.
celved and Hied. A curious literary
product which he prepalred with tu-
finite pains and had bound in mo-'
rocco In n handsome octavo volume:
but never sent to the printer, had la-
belid on the back, in his own band
the title. "Morals of Jesus."' No
member of his family knew of the »x-
istence of this book until after bis
death, although it cam: to light that
he had conferred with some of Iiis'
frbnds as to tho cxpsdicney of hav¬
ing II printed in several dialects for
the henjflt of the Indians.

rioni a letter written by Thomas
Jefferson In 17« I. i; appears that he
once attempted to teach James Madi¬
son to play the violin, but that his.
pupil showed so little aptitude that he
was forced to abandon the task. In a

letter written by Mrs Madison to her
sister some lime after the Madlsons had
moved into the White House mention
is mad.! of a charming young cousin,
then a guest sit the presidential man¬
sion, wlio was' a cultivated singer. "I
love 10 have Isabel with us." Mr.-. Mad¬
ison writes, "for her beautiful Singing]is so restful to my husband, and car-I
ries hi in away for the moment from
the cares of his offie'i." Krnni Ibis It
would seem that although Madison did
no! succeed in learning to play thl>:
violin he was not indifferent to music

MadiMiin WnH n Polished Writer.
The most scholarly oi our Presidents,

his writings are models of literary pre¬
cision and good workmanship. "Of the
power and polish of bis pen." said ins
intimate friend, Thomas Jefferson. "I.
need srty nothing. Tiny have spoken
and will forever speak for thcmsvl vcs."
In his early life he b"gan to write in
support of almost every wise an I lib-
eral measure proposed for tile benefit]
. if tha country, lie wrote eloquently
and convincingly In favor of the abru- |
(ration of entail nnd primogeniture In

Ar THE LAST MOMENT ir was necessary to post¬
pone the visit to relatives in a distant city. Any¬
thing short of a full explanation would cause worry

and fear. What could be done?
The Long Distance Bell Telephone solved the prob¬

lem. A personal talk cleared up the situation, dispelled
worry and completed plans for a visit at a later date.

In every day, personal affairs the Long Distance Bell
Telephone can save you worry, inconvenience and loss of
time. Why not try it?

By the way, have you a Bell Telephone?

Southern Bell Telephone and
Telegraph Company of Virginia

XIV. -Our Presidents as Musicians and Authors.
y o u my ujopcI that

&.*c.rj( psrrormance

It 19 Mr A.d&nr>3 &lng<-"gbisJr-ouog family to sleep.,
America, and fr»..- the establishment of
perfect religions freedom. Hi* '.Me¬
morial and Remonstrance" against a
general assessment for the support of
religion Is regarded us dlio of the ablest
papers over penned by an American.
It settled the question of i.tri separa-
llnn or church antl .state In Virginia.
Thr published letters and writings of
Madison attest to his industry as an
author. 1

.lathes Monroe was the possessor ot
r. baritone voice of such an agreeable
quality that ü would itavj served as a

passport into society even had he been
wanting In other social attractions, it
is relate,! that on the occasion of his
famous visit to the French National
Convention.with which he fraternized
So openly that he was recall-id as
American reprosentativt.the assembly
was so moved by the Impassioned ora¬
tory of a member that it broke out in¬
to a patriotic, albeit somewhat revol¬
utionary, hymn, in which Monro.Vs
fondness for singing and sympathy for
the republican cause led him to loin
.-

heartily. Those in his Immediate pro!*-.iImity were amazed and delighted over
Ills splendid vocal performance, and
when it was ov>r :u« appreciative der
pnty turned in hhn and observed, "VotlrKxceileney may. If you cho>se. have a

j career as a singer."
After his reeall from the French

mission Monroe published a work of
about 100 pages In defense of his
conduct while abroad. It was a master-
ly offorl from Iiis point of view, and
it made hosts <.;. friends for him. Tile
famous Monroe Doctrine, which he
made public during; the latter part of
Iiis second administration, was suggest¬ed by Jefferson, who wns Monrbj'sadviser in all political matters of great
moment Monroe's published writings
are chiefly of political nature, iil-
though his correspondence on almostjail subjects Is voluminous.II .lohn Qulncy Adams hnd no cor formusic, according to his own confe-s-jSlon, but he acquired the "scribblinghabit" at an early age. About the timehe was admitted in the liar, in ii'.'O.he was a frequent contributor to thepolltlcai literature of the day, andalso took an active part In the con¬troversial struggle brought on by theradical theories of Tom Paine. Despitehis superior educational advantagesand his long experience in foreign cap-Itals, the younger Adams nover ttC-
quir?d an agreenhie literary style. Al-though his political papers are some¬what heavy rending nowadays, there'
is much thai is entertaining in his]"Memoirs," published in twelvo vol¬
umes.

Not n \ lolinlxt, hut n Fiddler.
Somft time ail -i he had bco-nnoPresident, and while lie was at dlnnciwith a small party of intimate friends,among whom was Martin Vau Buren,

some one within ie hearing of AndrewlaCkSOII began ;n tell of Jefferson'sa'onderfu] violin playing.
"As a boy could have beaten him

».t thai game." d,.elated the old a >l-iier, with Ins customary posltiveness.I may not have been what you wouldLerrn a violinist, but 1 could flddljto beat any mail In the State of NorthCarolina. 1 didn't know a note ofmusic either, but anything that couldbe whistled I could draw out of thatold liddlc."
"1 should like to hear you piny, Mr.President." said a member of the"Kin h n Cabinet," who felt that some¬thing was demanded after this aston¬ishing revelation.
Old Hickory .-hook his head regret-fully. "Never again," ho sighed "Itried it one night in camp down inLouisiana. Why, t couldn't cvon rosinthe bow."
Jackson left no literary remains ex¬

cept a limited official correspondence
in which lie had only f. trifling share.Martin Van Muren was not musical,but was the author of a fragmentarywork; published fivo years after hisdeath, entitled "An Inquiry Into tinOrigin 'hnd Cause of political Part leiin the Uniter States." William HenryHarrison was neither musical nor lit¬
erary, and John Tyler, although a manof scholarly tastes, left nothing fromhis pen beyond a collection of letters
published after bis death by his son.
i resident Lyon Gardiner Tyler of Wil¬liam and Mary College, .li-.mes JC Polk
left a number of manuscripts which
are now in the possession of the Chi¬
cago Historical Society, and his man¬
uscript diary may still be seen at theLenox Library, New York City.Of Znehary Taylor. MUlurd Plllmore
and Franklin Pierce It may be af-tlrmed that no one of the three was
either distinctively mualonl or liter¬
ary in .his tastes. Shortly nfter his
retirement front the presidency Jarnos
Buchanan published w h.,t appeared to
he an explanation of his course dur¬
ing the trying months which precededlite hieakin» out of the. Civil War. It
was enlllle<1. "Mr Buchanan's Admin¬istration, on the P,vo of the Rebellion.
Abraham Lincoln's fondness tor

music amounted ;'> a passion, although
lie know nothing of Its theory and less
of Its practice. Major Newton Walker,
who was in Vnndulln the winter Lin¬
coln served In the Legislature, used
to say: "You can't tall; Lincoln Into
anything that hi don't takea notion
to believe, hut you can fiddle him intoanything!" Then .he major explains
as foil pws: "I was over In Vandalia the
winter Lincoln was in the Legi lautre,and as soon is he found out that 1
played the ii.1<ll< ., good deal he was
very friendly, lie used to come over10 where [ was boarding several times'
a week and about the first thing lie'would say after hi- got into the housi
was 'Walker, get your fiddle.' When.1 went over to .-.>¦¦ him I used to tak<
my tiddle with inc. and we had an'
agreement that for every I tine I playedthe was to t,ll a story. I usually got i
out of tunes before In- got out oi
Btorles.
"One night I wefil over to Lincoln's

Without my fbldle just to see what
.would happen. "Walker, where'- the
fiddle?' he ,isk,.<l as soon as I entered
the room. M thought I'd come ovorwithout it for on',-.' I answered. Then
you can go right hnck home, and I'll
go with you,' he said. 'So it's the tiddle
you're alter :;ni not Walker.' I said a
little miffed. 'Walker.' he said puttinghis hand on my shoulder and look¬
ing me full In the face with a comicalexpression, 'you're an all tired goodfellow, hut when you have your fid¬
dle you're a mighty sight hettor.' I
didn't consider it very complimentary
at the time, bul we went back to my
room, and I played for him till long
after midnight."

I« used to be said of Lincoln that

he never missed a musical entertain¬
ment, of any description during Ills
long- -residence- In Springfield, ajid that
during: his Infrequent absences from
homo he mado it a point to attend as
many concerts an possible. During his
¦Qnglo term in Congress ho seized
the opportunity to hoar such music
as was available in the national cu.p-Hal of thoso days, and after he moved
into tho White House he became the
patron of all the profesioliaJ. musi¬
cians who came to town. He inadt
no claim to be a critic, but admitted
frankly that the singing of the Hut¬
chinson, family and of tho populai
evangelist Philip Phillips appealed 10
lilm quite as powerful as did tho
more artistic vocalIsm of the famoun
operatic luminaries.
Lincoln the Mnnlrr of a Distinctive

Literary Style.
Although ho left no published works,

T.lr.coln was a voluminous writer on a
great variety of subjects from Iii«
early youth up. As a boy he road Vol-
ney and Paine, and wrote an essay In
support of their conclusion*. He wail
the master of u distinctively original
stylo which would liavo served him
to excellent purpose had he entered
the held of literature.
Andrew Johnson played the violin

In his early life and wan always fond
of inutile. His speeches and messages
which have been printed nre docu¬
ments of great power. General Grant
had little music appreciation, but In
his rctlrouionl from public sorvlco ho
developed a literary capacity which
Astonished those who h,«d ncllevod
him to be lacking In facility of ex-
preas'on. With the energy of a young
man of letters he took up his pen
when the stress of circumstances
made It imperative for him to become
a breadwinner, and wrote out the
recollections of his military life, "foi
tho money It gave me." he explained
pathetically, "for at that moment 1
was living on borrowed money." tin- [til it few days before his death ho I
was diligently engaged 'n penning ;
these memoirs in order, by their sale,
to make provision for his family. I
Although both Rutherford B. Hayes|

and Jambs A. GarfiCld were man of lib-
era! education, neither hnd the liter-|nry habit Many of the latter'* speech¬
's were published at the tlin.- <-f
their delivery, and th'-y are models of
'Motion and abound in facility of ex¬
pression. Some of these speeches, to¬
gether with n collection ->f C,,i .field's
miscellaneous writings, wa:' published
soon after his death. In 1882. Both
tliesi Ohio Presidents were musically
Inclined, bpt neither possessed any
technical knowledge of theart.
Chester A Arthur was neither musi¬

cal not literary'in his ta.M»s. After his
retirement to private life Grovel*
Cleveland developed a taste for writ¬
ing, and some»of his lectures delivered
at Princeton University have been
published. Benjamin Harrison was the
author of numerous inagazinonrtlclcB,jand In 1SS7 he published "This CiUtt-
try of Ours." which gives a very Intor-| eating description of the practical
workings of the national government.'Another book, published after Pr rsl-lient Harrison's death, in 1001, is en¬
titled "VlwWs Of an ex-President."'
Couldn't Tell Yankee Hoodie from Old

Hundred.
One of the rar- Instance* In which

the younger Harrison is on record ashaving lent himself deliberately to the
suspicion of being the possessor of a.latent sense of humor was when h'Jacknowledged to a lnd<- Who was
sounding hint In regard to his musical
tu.-tes that the only way by which he
was able to discrlmtri.-it, between. Yankee Doodle" and "Old Hundred" jwas to take the time and the place In-
t'> the consideration. "Should I hearthem played successively by n band at
a Fourth of July celebration he d dared"I should have to depend on the facialexpression of those about m. fn orderto come to a conclusion. If the fai esin inv vicinity .showed animation andpatriotic fervor. 1 should probably de-jid in favor of the national air, billwere the expressions serious 1 shouldvote for "Old Hundred."

Conspicuous among American presi¬dents who have entered the Held of lit-craturs. and at lly> head or the list inIhn number and variety of Ills contribu¬tions, is our only living ex-President,Theodore Roosevelt, Bven before heentered political llf j he was a fre-qucnt contributor to magazines and re-views, and Iiis published works nro]more than sufficient lo till the sp..eallotted by ox-President Elliot of Har-icard to his Ideal library.Both Colon-?] Roosevelt and Presl-Ident Taft are moderately devoted tomusic of the popular sort, although

neither Jo a rnus'.ctun In any true «cns«)of the term.
(Copyright. lOli, by the Associated!Literary Press.)

Tttlv: of no.it week's article: "OiidPresidents as ox-PresWonts."

BURKEVILLE
(Spools! 10 The Tlmos-Dlspateh. ]Burkcvllle, Va.. April w..Mn. William .1.Strlcklcr was hostest for the Hook Clubon Thursday. The Hl«h School teofUcuwere the guests of tho club. Delicious r<-Creahfnenta were served.

Miss Perkins, of the Normal Schoo'., spenttho week-end with Mrs. VV. T. Woodhourn.The talks by iho homo farmers ai meHigh School Friday were Interesting andlust ructlve.
Mlaa Sherwell has returned from u, visitto Farmvllle.
Mrs. William Long, who has been visitingMrs. rNiwfrtes, has returned to her huuwChsrlotlcsvllto,
Miss Kathleen Perry spent the week-endwith Miss June Fnrriir.
151Ira Caroline Qray, of Norfolk, visit* dMrs. Qcorgä ficoti <i*i Wednesday.Miss Kate Hurt hns r>-turiitil from s visitto Richmond.
Mrs. Jackson, of Norfolk, if rillttnc hrr"sl»t*r. Mrs. Ramsey.
The quarterly ehureh meeting of thdltaptlst Church met at tho home of I. I»Itindshaw on Thursday night '.v:;h a larg»number present. After b/slncas was ovora soclsl hours wn« spent and delicious, re-'.ri ".'intents were served.
.Mr. Saunders and daughter, of West Vir-Kinla, are visiting Mrs. M. 15 Sounders, ofI» place.
W. B. tlakrr and family loft on Monday;lor Ms.nn»-sn.ff.
iMre. Asn Cartor is visiting her son,Charles Carter.

KEYSVILLE
[Hpeela1 to The Times-Dispatch,)Keysvtlle, Va April 2?..Mr-. Charles C.Guthrie, of Charlotte Courthouse, Va.. Kt.itiorganiser for the '.'nlted Daughters of thoConfederacy, we In town -Monday and ot-

gnnicd a chapter here with Ihn followingoatr.rs: Mrs. H. D. Peters, president; Mt>«.Lee Watklns. first vice-president; Mrs WirtWi.nl. second vice-president; Mrs. HerbcftfPrlddy, corresponding secretary; M:». CollePrlddy. recording secretary; Mrs. ch.tr>»Osbornc, historian, and Mrs. E. S. Fitzger¬ald, registrar. The name of Simeon T.Walton mi selected for *.h» chapter.The play. "The Merry -»obblcr," \.a pfaj-sented at the Town Hal) on Monday eveningfor the benefit of the Presbyterian Church
at this place. Much rridlt I. due j;
Fltrgerald, as manager, for fh »ticcrrs ofI he play. All the playeti r. nd.-.-ed their
pans well
MIm IM Ith M< Knight, at c.a».. City Nvisiting Ml*. Edna Spencer on Klr.s Street.Mr. und Mrs. John t) Watktm, nl SouthHoston. sprnt S,m.ls> with Mr. .md Mrs.Sain Toggle on Railroad Avenue.
Mrs. II I». Peters entertained the SocialG|ub Sattirdaj afternoon in charming inain«

n»r. There were four table- r'tyitiK "li,"n-fter «liifli a salad roues- ne tcrv.
On Frldsy afternoon Mrs .1 tv Loyelace!entertained th" household erononi|cl| depart¬ment of th» Woman'. Club .\ very Inter-
st Ins propram hs.l been Arranged.MT0, Dudley Rudd entertained abouttwenty of her frle'nda at a muelcal contest

on Tuesday afternoon froni 1 to '. o'clock.Mr. anil Mrs .1. W. Lovelace >t« nl tho
past week visiting friends In South Rortohand Scottsburg.
Mrs. Ilubberil. of Blees, I« sprndlne a

!rw days with Mr«. George Pcttua on KingStreet

ARVONIA
Arvonla, V» Aptn .«.--Dt. Louis Dibrell

Joner. of Louisa, Kv with his wife. :a
spending son,- time »t the hom< St hla
mother. Mrs. Louis;. T. Jones, at New Sinrc,Jlieklngharr. county.
William Plercei of Philadelphia; ion of

the late ItIchard Force, of Atvonla. who
has been Spending some weeks nl the Ar-
vonta Inn with his wife, left for Philadel¬phia on Monday. Mrs. Pierce will remain
;.t the mn for two or thr.f weeks longer.Miss Vera Verl'lancy. of Brooklyn, N. V,
who -topped In Arvonla for n week on her
way from Florida, where she has In.a
spending thr: winter, returned to her honu
Ir. Drooklyn on Monday of this week.

Mr.*. I". .:>¦ Drlscoll. formerly o( Artonla,
but iioiw <>; Richmond, r;>ent several weeks

at lh. M<

preiw ni.
A. L. Pitts, Jr ..' Scottsv

to- here Sunday, going to
Monday, thence to Parinvlll
Oarlaod Hanoi, farnuirlj

now of fllunncld, W. Va., r
day In Arvohin this week

Mr. Hnnes was lorinerly InMiss Lettle Morgan was s
n.Mi this week, »her- she v
ent at the Duals of the
iScliool,
Mr, and Mrs Kd-.vln K. Cr

ter. Margaret, have rettirnei
In Woshlngton aller havi
days at the Arvonla Inn.

The Test ofTime
More than a half century of corset
making, following "glove-fitting" ideas
exclusively our own, has given to

CORSETS
the acme of durability combined with
restful ease to the wearer. No other
corsets have survived the test of three
generations of American women.no
other corsets have reached every cor¬
ner of the world with their popularity.
There must be a reason.we call it the

Glove-Fitting" reason
At all -dealers.$1. to $5.

GEORGE C BATCHELLER & CO.
NewYork Chicago San Francfawo
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